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Universal Design for Learning
Discussion Prompt 1
	Universal Design for Learning (UDL) entails principles that guide curriculum development to meet all learners’ needs. UDL aims at using teaching methods to eliminate learning barriers and provide equal opportunities for all students to succeed. Universal design for learning focuses on making the system flexible so that various student’s strengths, weaknesses and needs are considered. This approach was created to serve all students regardless of their gender, disability, linguistic and cultural background, age and ability (Hollingshead& Carr-Chellman, 2019). UDL does not target students that learn and think differently. It, however, serves all learners, even those with developmental issues. When teachers use universal design for learning, they assume that problems or challenges exist within the environment and not in learners. The approach is on evidence-based educational practice and brain science.
Discussion Prompt 2
Differentiated instruction is a framework for effective learning that provides learners with various ways of understanding new information. This process of teaching requires educators to know their students and provide them with tasks and experiences that will enhance learning. The underlying principles that form the basis of differentiating instruction include group work, formative assessment, problems solving, recognizing diverse learners, choice and problem-solving. In group work, students are required to learn in groups which enable them to engage in discussion and learn from one another. The principle of formative assessment requires assessing students continually to identify their strengths and weaknesses. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Problem-solving requires students to focus on concepts and issues instead of chapters or books. The principle of choice recommends that educators provide their students with choices in experiences and tasks they complete. The principle of recognizing diverse learners’ states that each student has different experiences and expertise; therefore, assessing them will enable the teacher to develop lessons that meet each of their needs. UDL, on the other hand, is based on principles, namely representation, engagement, and action and expression. In representation, UDL suggests that information be provided in more than one format, for instance, in audio, hands-on learning and video. To increase engagement, this approach encourages educators to use various ways to motivate learners. The principle of action and expression recommends giving learners alternative ways to show what they know (Waitoller & King Thorius, 2016). Both differentiated instruction and universal design for learning can be used to instruct students with specific disabilities as they focus on individual student strengths and needs. 
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